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Annual Circleville show has drawn as many as 400,000 yearly visitors

CentralOhio.com

CIRCLEVILLE — Live music,
parades, pumpkinpie and even
pumpkin burgers are just
some of the reasons why “The
Greatest Free Show On Earth”
is considered by visitors to be,
well, great.

Circleville

There is a shuttle service from
the Amvets parking lot at 818

Show from 11 am. to 11 p.m.
daily. The cost s § per vehicle
load. The shuttle operates ev-
ery 30 minutes, or more often
if needed.

» The festival' informa-

The

mpkin  Show, continues
through Saturday night on the
streets of downtown Circle-
ville,of fering numerousenter-
taining activities for the whole
family, mcludmg live music,
seven parades of different
themes, amusement rides pre-
sented by Kissel Brothers and
more than 400 food booths,
games and craft vendors.

In addition to its Pumpkin
Show Queen'’s pageant, the an-
nual extravaganza also fea-

fun, crowd-pleasing con-
tests including pumpkin pie
eating, hog calling, Big Wheel
racing, egg tossing and a pet
contest. The event runs from
10 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily.

The ever-popular festival
has drawn as many as 400,000
visitors per year, although
many travelers probably have
had their fair share of head-
aches trying to find a place
to park or getting to that
famous 6-foot pumpkin pie on
display. Here are a few tips to
help you and your family navi-
gate such issues and get the
most out of your Pumpkin
Show experience.

» Visitors should plan to
walk a lot and understand that
the Circleville Pumpkin Show
covers nine blocks throughout
the downtown area. Parking is
available along the streets sur-
rounding the festival, but
many civic groups are selling
parking spots in church park-
mg lots, at Ted Lewis Park and

ickyards near downtown.

tion
ly schedule. The schedule lnr
cludes amap of downtown Cir-
cleville, a list of pumpkin del-
icacies being soldand all free
displays and exhibits, includ-
ing the festival's famous street
display of more than 100,000
pounds of pumpkins, squash
and gourds.

» Apopularattractionis the
6-foot pumpkin pie on display
at Lindsey's Bakery on West
Main Street. The “mother of all
pies” has been a baking tradi-
tion at Lindsey’s for 62 years.
The bakery u]so se_!!s pumpkm
doughnuts.
flavored edlbles aval]xble
from various vendors include
pumpkin buckeyes, pumpkin
blossoms, pumpkin burgers,
pumpkin ice cream and pie,
pumpkin chili, pumpkin but-
ter, edible pumpkin seeds,
pumpkin caramel corn and
pumpkin elephant ear:

»  Visitors attend.\n the
Pumpkin Show today, Frurs.
day or Friday can enjoy a e
rade, which starts at 3:30

ly. Each day's parade e
is different. Today's parade in-
cludes contestants (nr Little
Miss Pumpkin Show. Thurs-
day’s Baby Parade celebrates
its 100th anniversary and the
Pet Parade, set for Friday, of-
fers a variety of cats and dogs
and maybe a llama, a goat or a
bowl of goldfish.

Additional pa(ades, each
Wllh a_different
scheduled to start at 8 D.m. to-
day through Saturday.

CIRCLEVILLE PUMPKIN SHOW HIGHLIGHTS
For afull schedule and history of the festival, visit
inshow.com.
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» Dr. Robert Liggett, of Circleville, willshare his art of growing giant pump-
kins during a presentation from 11 to 11:45 a.m. at the Circleville-Pickaway
Visitors Pavilion. The Cirdleville High School jazz band will perform from 5 to
5:45 p.m. at the same location, where students from the Graham School
fishDancing wil taketh stagefrom 6 to 645 .

e ince
Academy at 1230 pm Ive muti from the Steing muegmn Eoyx at2pm.
and an egg toss competition from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.

» Ayouth magic show will take place from 1 to 1:15 p.m. at the Pickaway-
Franklin Street Stage, where the Logan Elm High School band will perform
at6:15 p.m, followed by the Westfall High School band at 7 p.m.

» Thursday's street parades include the Baby Parade from 3:30 t0 4:30 p.m.
and the Parade of Bands from 80 9 p.m.

FRIDAY

» Several activities are scheduled throughout the day at the Circleville-
Pickaway Visitors Pavilion, including a visit from the Columbus Zoo from
noonto 12:45 p.m., a performance from Ohio Christian University's Chorale-
Pickaway Community Chorus at 5 p.m. and the Pumpkin Show Community
8and entertaining at 6 p.m.

» Performances on the Main Street Stage include live folk music from Tim
0'Connor at noon, acoustic music from Paige Evans and Jed Combs at 2
p.m., easy listening and country mus\(fmm Mathman at430 pm. and
country music from Simba Jordan at
e Bt Faroce il e onlookar o 3300430 pum.and the
Parade of Fraternal and Civic Organizations is from 810 9 p.

SATURDAY

» The festivals final day begins with the Circleville Pumpkin Show Classic
5 Mile Run beginning at 9 am. at Circlvile High School

» The Circl Pavilion will from the
Roundtown Ringers Chime Choir at 11 a.m, the Teays River Cloggers at 3
p.m., the Graham School of Irish Dancing at 4 p.m, the Pickaway Brass at 5
p.m. and the Adelphi Community Band at 6 p.m.

» Children age 15 and can take part in a pumpk i

test slated from noon to 12:45 p.m. at the Main Street Stage, where youth
and adults 16 and older can demonstrate their best hog-calling during a
contest from 5:30 o 5:30 p.m. The band After Midnight will rock the stage
from 7108 pm. fllowed by a varety of country music performers fom 3
1010:30p.

1 The Quear'sParadi il rave the strets of irclevile at pim.to wrap
up the festival.
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