HISTORY OF ADELPHI COMMUNITY BAND
Written February 1993

113 YEARS OF CONTINUOUS ORGANIZATION
ONE OF THE OLDEST COMMUNITY BANDS IN AMERICA

The band was organized in 1880 when it was called the

Hallsville Band. The band marched in parades, festivals
homecomings, fish frys,concerts in the park or under shade
trees. The band became a very important part of the

Community around that part of the State of Ohio.

It later changed its name to the Bowsher's Bunch around 19083.
Apparently there were many persons by this name in the
community and in the band. In 1924 the band changed its name
and reorganized under the name of Adelphi Community Band.

The band played concerts and marched in parades in a time in
history when a town and its folk were the world. It was a
time before radios, television and movies offered an escape.
A time when people worked hard - all day long, six days a
week. A time when no one ventured too far from home.

The folk loved to turn out and listen, to forget about work
and enjoy themselves for awhile. In the times of 1880 to the
1930's many communities had a community band.

The era of the community band has declined much in the time
from 1940's to present time. However, the Adelphi Community
Band has survived all these changes.

In the last few years there seems to be renewing of the
Community Band spirit. Various communities have organized
community bands, orchestras and brass groups.

The Adelphi Community Band in recent years has been playing
at many festivals and fairs within a2 70 mile radius of
Adelphi in Southeastern Ohio. The band has a membership of
35 men and boys. The ages of the band members ranges from
the teens to some in their 80's. Two members that joined

as teenagers in 1924 still play in band. " David Ponticus, 83,
plays tuba and now lives at the Hill View Retirement Center
in Portsmouth, Ohio. Herman "Bill" Hinton,83, was a
trombonist but now is the director of the band. Mr Pontious
is the only member still playing whose father, Chauncey,
joined the band in 1880.

The band makes about 25-30 appearances each year from April
to October, practicing most Monday nights in their rehearsal
hall in Hallsville during that seven month period.

The band has played at the Clarksburg Field Days and the
Circleville Pumpkin Show every year for almost 70 years.



In 1980 the band was invited by Congressman Clarence Miller
to play a concert at the steps to the U. S. Capitol Building
in Washington D. C. This was to celebrate the 100th
Anniversary of the Adelphi Community Band.

A few years ago the Band played for events of the Governors
Inauguration in Columbus, Ohio.

In July 1992 the band playéd a concert at the International
AmeriFlora®92 Show in Columbus, Ohio.

The band plays most of the traditional marching music style
music. Their library of music includes many of John Philip
Sousa marches, Henry L. King marches and most of the popular
marches written by many writers.

It has been said by many persons watching a parade even
before they can be seen - "That is the Adelphi Band Coming".
Their music has a unigue and familiar sound.

It is the hope and wish of all the present band members that
many other bandsmen will join this fine band and keep the
spirit of the Adelphi Community Band alive forever.

Written by Dale DelLong

Note: To all "old timers” Please help me get a good history
written of the band. I used what information I had or
heard. Just scratch on a piece of paper any

corrections or additions.

I enjoy reading and writing history. I think much
history is lost because it wasn't written down. So-
lets get a good history paper on the band that can be
enjoyed by others for many vyears.



