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and David Pontious are the last
original members of the 1924
band that was directed by Fred
Powell. At one point over the
years, it is rumored that about
half the band was made up of
Hinton family members.

The latest director is the still-
young James Connett, 85, of
near Chillicothe. Connett tunes
pianos regularly in Lancaster
and has a rich music heritage.
r He taught high school in Athens,
instructed music at Ohio
University, and finished his
I:AGE 1) | career at Piketon at the age

M-

—_— : of 80.
tlhg;,' e Connett said he was asked to
't? ‘°; fill in as director in 1962 when
ues and | he other director became ill.
4 He's missed few concerts since.
wWnships | “yith  Connett at a spry 85,
total of | ¢he” ages in the band vnr{uto
of the 88 | ;™ (et behind-the-ears igh

for a | school junior of 16. The younger
folks are not discouraged from
B joining.
counties “All we ask,” Ponticus said,
ged from [ <5 that a kid put cut a little
127,000 for | to play in the band. That's all”.
Auditions are unheard of and
months, | hand members play their heart
recelving | out for the fun of it.

nships “Its a good group of guys,”
ad been | Hinton said. ‘“‘We've never had
thly. “A | any trouble bailing guys out of
collected | jail. We've always been
revenue | peaceful where ever we've
ions in | gone.”
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