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Field Day fryin’

Plenty of fish, chicken and fun in Clarksburg

By JILL ZEGEER
Gaette Sl Wrker
CLARKSBURG — It been described as justa fih ry
a field. But it draws 3,000 people to what is known as
Chmb«rl homecomm
? Thursday's Clarksburg Methodit Church
75th Field Day, a day when approximately 650 pounds of
fish andZDOpmmdse[chtken wil be fried. And when they
aren't eating vistor'aws wilbe fapping
ok oy 6o peopl rom Florda and Nevada vs, some
plan vacations and reunions around the gathering n the 11-
acre feld, 1/4-mile east of Clarksburg.
Alhough the town spots 3 popuation of 50 an the
church has an average attendence of 40 — kids inclu
the 1982 Field Day drewuepnr\eds 000.
Denise Kern, 32, has been with the church all her life,
She i & typcal chirch member i that she ha, scveral
duties on Field Day. And even more typical, she can't

remember
ever missing

Also aField Day.
v P “‘When I
“This is the schedule for Thursday's  was 3 kid |

75th Cllvklbulq Field Day: couldn’t
leep the

day — Trap shooting, horseshoe

pncmng, foa maikots alghtibe
says. ‘It
was the
highlight of
the summer.
3:30-4:30 p.m. —cm!dvonsglmsa ‘‘There
and greased pole climb were always
two new
4:30 p.m. — begin servingchicken  outfits we
and fish dinners. had for Flch‘l
5:30-6:30 p.m. — Adelphi Band ay Ve
6:30-8 p.m. — Harmony 4 {.‘:j“: gj:
8:30-11 p.m. — Willow Creek TR
bome fo an

bathand change because o clthes were ity Wewere
afraid we might miss somethiny

“Todey, bt b.yearcid on, le( counts the days to Field
Day.

Wern's_duties incudeasoembling the antiue and
memorabilia display. More recent additions are the flea
markets, dunking booths ad ptt utt gl

Frar embers the first Field Day
o 1915 ShH %% o iae ‘money to build a basement
under a church.

““The men had a fish fry and did everything," McCol-
fter says, “The women ddt ke that and sad they
Weren't going toletthe men doi

ver the years the e they wanted half
the money for the ladies auxilary.

Picking the date
‘The date, the first Thursday of August,

ra et to deaw

an
sport used to have a Field nay on Thursday but it fell by
the wayside.

ne woman speculates Monday was wash day, Tuesday
was for ironing, Wednesday was reserved for preparation.
Following the Thursday event, two days remained, leaving

Willard Wood, 70, 9

Nell Hughes, 87, has been to every Field Day.

and after. She attended Field Day until she was 20 in 1933,
od retumed sher 40 e e the gt 1 Fld Duye.

Ask anyone what their favorite Field Day was and
they'll probably say it was when they were young an
dida't have to wark tht day.

D LR R

**Firt, thechurchowned feld has tobe peepared. Fiday
the the fire department hoses the booths ou
T e e o e b et
field. He says he frys chicken from 2 p.m to 7 p.m. and has
issed obe Field Day in his 62 years of growing up with
the chus
“Tuesdiy and part of Wednesday we clean out the
t the lawn, he says. Wednesday evening
the women i et st get the pots
and pans ready. Friday we haul everything in which was
Foedout Threday mocrig.”
irgiia Busic says the hardest part s the work before.

o ik 1 Joog 1 Yo a s vy ek g

Haoveves,doouons o  fewcaes b v s
surrounding communities s the event is pulled off.
This was the cas fo the 1961 Fied Day, Hisr reme:

mbers, when on July 12, a storm destroyed 18 Oak trees
in the field and many church members were certain the
field could not be cleared i time

““We thought we wouldn't have it ready by Field Day
but we had a lot of extra help, even from other commu-
nties, " Hiser says.

Hiser says years ago radio entertainers came to Field
Dz)s but by the late: 19605 they were too expensive to

‘Peopk probably came to see people they heard on
at's not quite the drawing card now as it was

hen, he says.
Nell Hughs, 87, does floral arrangements for the table

y for over 35 years.

s wel s bread and bt and cearing ables. She'sbeen
tothem all and attended the first Field D

She says she remembers a big downlzunr in the caty
1950s."A photo of the downpour ran in The Columbus

pitching and greased pole

s payed for more
than 50 Field Diys ‘Team sports used to be more im-
portant, Hughs sz
Pr ted to love i bemg the first basemen,” she says,
recalling her softballday:
W that sports are art of schools’ extracurriclar |
activities, team sports are not reall a part of Field Days, |
cCollster says. Busic says she thinks that is because
“we're t00 od 1o play anymore.
Passing the hat
McColister remembers many years ago a Rev. C
came from Indiana to preach. He demanded his fee Gt
he preached and a hat had to be passed three times before
nough was raised.
w1 don'tthik he was asked bck,” he says, lacghing
is the Rev. Ky Snyder, who came tothe
e D New ersey 10 months ag
"l never heard of Fied Days unt I came here," she

**Bre worry among the older menbers i thre won't be
s wilng to put the amount of
Work it the vent to urr) onthe tradition.
But Hiser disagrees
hink there's enough people that wil carry it on. I
ik every year pople wonder low we're going to do't
but it always seems people are willng to
e iy her gl 10 contio e trditon for 25
more years. To keep it fresh they will keep adding new
events but McColister says he doesn't think heavy-metal
music wil be one of them.
"1 think if enough young people know we need help
ople will volunteer — if nothing else to prove we can do

it,” Kem says.
‘ |
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