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Contestants hope to pull in prize money

Sunflower Festival

exceeding expectations

By JANET WILLIAMS
Gazette Staff Writer

Tug-O-War and sunflowers hardly
seem like a compatible mix, but Sunday
at the International Sunflower Festival

practice on Saturday afternoon and
we:gh in ing Lhey would make the

feeding of the rope, feet only can be
used for traction and no time limit on the
contest.
Asked what they would do with the
money if they won team members said
they would buy beer or go to the
iders Rodeo.

contest will take place at 2 p.m. at
Brad Lightle Memorial Park.

Garrett Shoemaker, coordinator of the
festival, said attendance is more than
was anticipated.

“We figured we'd get 22,000 people for
the two days,” Shoemaker said. “We've
had 12,000 through here already and its
only been open four hours. We are look-
ing at 30,000 to 35,000 now.”

“As good as this is we think this is only
the tip of the ," Shoemaker said.

The festival is billed as an internation-
al festival in hopes of being included

At Brad Lightle
Memorial Park in
Frankfort, Ryan
Graham, Cory
Morris, Adam
Johnson and R¥an
Morris practice for
il the Tug-O-War that
will be held tomor-
row at the
International
%rmgww ngl:ival

rand prize
of $1,000.

with two other similar festivals, in
Germany and Australia, so they can par-
ticipate in the queen exchange accord-
ing to Shoemaker.

Shoemaker looks for a different
crowd as the day turns to evening and
the events go from the Adelphi Band to
the Forkin' The Road country group and
Full Effect retro rock group.

Sunday’s events include the 3 p.m.
Pride Ride.

Riding single file through the event
motorcyclist will display their bikes and
drop a few dollars in a bucket at the end

of the ride to benefit the Big Brothers |

and Big Sisters program.
“The Pnge Ride is where thg
Shoemaker said. “God bless lhun Itsa

andyangrjmg,ﬂleyunhvemeway
gymtmdmheretoo
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