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He remembers i1 was about 1910
when he “followed the threshers
around in the summer o cam
money and [ got acguainted with
someone who raised horses, The
man had just sold some horses o
the Columbus Fire Department and
asked me to take them there,

“So 1 rode one of them and ook
the other sight along — just herded
them up Highway 23 which was
just a common country road then, 1
didn’t know any different!”

Connett said different jobs “just
seemed o come along then, and [
had been playing all that time. That
band music was easy, just like fall-
ing off a log — that dance band
music,” It was after this period in
his life he decided 1o returmn 1o study
at Rochester Conservarory and then
get his degree in music from Chic
University in 1931,

If band music was easy for him to
play, so also was the music written
by “March King" John Philip
Sousa, Connett said. The “mome
difficult" marches he likes to play
are those written by the drcus
musicians who have to play “a very
stimulating march.™

Connett said he played with Cole
Brathers Circus when Clyde Beatty
had his wild animal act, and “that
act was reall” he emphasized. With
the circys still in his blood, Connett
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belongs to the Windjammers which
15 made up of musicians from all
over who playved in circus bands,

“All these things were an acci-
dent — getting acquainted with the
Ringling Show Band in Athensasa
bov, playing in a circus band,”
Conmert believes,

He had waken his six children 1o
the Cole Brothers Circus one afier-
noon 50 long ago the date has faded,
and because of an accident invol-
ving the circus band director and a
circus truck, he got to play with
that band,

He was asked to fill in for the di-
rector because, “well, vou know
how boys are,” he said of some of
his music students roaming on the
circus grounds. They had wold the
concerned circus  staff Conneit
could pinch-hit for the director.
“The boy: wold them 1 was “the
greatest’,”  Connett  remembered,
laughing.

He was teaching music students
at high schools in the Athens area
and at the university, he recalled,
and had o tum down an invitation
to join the circus band at that time,

“To be asked to go is really a
compliment,” he said, “because if
you g0 into a circus band, you really
have w know how to play, There
st any doubt about it.” He added:
“Ar that time I didn't know it, but
that was really my business —

music, and I didn’t know 1 was
in !

Commenting on today's music,
Connent said he doesn’t light @t
“hecause T changed music in my
day, too. T began “filling in" a litde
bit when I plaved with the dance
beinds . . . adding harmony . . . [illing
in the long, sustained 1ones with my
trumpet; knowing the melody [ was
playing from another song fit right
in. Before long, other bands began
doing what T had been doing, and it
changed the picture altogether.

Connett believes the days of the
bands he played in are pone,
“You'll never hear the likes of them
again. Now it's more of the savage
beat to excite = just as the circus
bands back then played the more
exciting marches,"

With his wife confined in a hos-
pital for almost 40 years of their
married life, until her death in 1977,
Connett 15 no stranger also in the
area of taking care of his home and
raising his family.

He still maintains his own home
and works in his plano shop just
down the sirect. He no longer can
raller skate, nor ice skate as much as
he'd like any more, at the insis-
tenvce of his family; and he decided
to give up teaching music atage B0
He adds, however;

“Bun T sull don't know that T've
grown obd.”



